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Abstract
This study examines the discourse of a television news item that reports on public protests against the submission of the 
environmental impact statement for the Futenma military base relocation plan, which was broadcast on 27 December 
2011. It uses critical discourse analysis as an approach to investigate the news discourse from three perspectives: 1) 
aspects of events given most importance, 2) causal relationships formed in the events, and 3) attributes attached to 
participants of the events, in order to reveal how the interpretive frameworks for understanding the events as well as the 
military issue in Okinawa are produced by the discourse. The analysis shows the news item utilizes elements of 
discourse, including organizational structure, lexis, syntax and visual elements, to emphasize the message that the 
protests by angry people in Okinawa obstructed the promotion of the military base relocation plan, while the essential 
information for understanding the events, such as the reasons for the Okinawa people’s anger, is backgrounded in the 
discourse. As such, the news item fails to offer the audience a balanced perspective to consider the military base issue 
not just as Okinawa’s issue but as an issue that all the people living in Japan need to face in order to seek a solution.  
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第 3 部が説明されることで、第 3 部が人々の抗議行動
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